Finding God in Nazareth
This summer has marked R.A.M.’s fifth
summer mission program, and my
fourth. R.A.M.’s Summer Mission
Program has three primary objectives.
1) To evangelize and revitalize rural
communities and churches through
the support of college age students, who
come in alongside a church’s current
ministry in order to help the congregation’s efforts
to grow further in that ministry. 2) To introduce our
students to the vast, and often overlooked, mission field of rural America. 3) To
expose our students to a month of intensive ministry training through practical missions, as well as the
seven practices of ministry. This year we had 8 students who committed to 30 days of Rural Missions
Our eight students (Scotty Weaver—LCU, Bailey Woodfin—OVU, Jessica Howell—Kilgore,
Janessa Johnson—Harding, Sam Bogan—OC, Christine Poisson—OVU, Anna Rossiter—OVU, and
Isabella Preciado—OC) had the opportunity to spend their first two weeks impacting the 4th and
College Church in Cordell, OK by working with the congregation’s summer Encounter program.
Encounter is a week long VBS like program where students, Kindergarten-6th, may come and spend
the day learning about Christ and what Christ has done for all of us. Encounter reached 50 students
this year which was accomplished through the work of about 20 youth students, 15 adults, and our
students who committed to impacting the children of Cordell. Our students were also given the
opportunity of spending a week learning how to serve others and meet people where they are. They
met with individuals in their businesses and their homes, and took the time to get to know them and
serve them in various ways. One individual, named Saundra , needed help with her yard and porch in
which our students jumped to the task of helping her with what she couldn't do herself. Their last
week was then devoted to working with the Carnegie congregation in helping them have their first
VBS in several years. Focus, the VBS, had a similar organizational setup to Encounter, and was
achieved through Cordell’s sponsorship. The result was 40 kids, and 19 families, reached over the
course of three days, and it jumpstarted Carnegie’s Thursday Night Children’s Program.
This turned out to be another successful year and
we plan on continuing to grow our
summer missions program. It has and
will always be a blessing to both
our Students and our host
congregations. May we continue
to Find God in Nazareth!

A Whole Area of Ministry
Part of my work has been in the development of an area ministry
for Southwest Oklahoma. The point of the area ministry is to promote unity,
communication, and collaboration among the many congregations
throughout Southwest Oklahoma. This has resulted in five areas of focus.
1) Youth area-wide events and activities including the Sunday Night Lives
and Summer Youth Series. This Summer, our students went through several
lessons on the Fruit of the Spirit and how Christ lives out these aspects
better than any hero the world can create. 2) Promotion of unity,
communication, and collaboration in Southwest Oklahoma. An example of
this comes from Cordell, Clinton, and Fort Cobb supporting the
implementation and growth of a children’s ministry in Carnegie, Oklahoma.
3) Promoting love and service through events like Kingdom projects, where six congregations of adults and youth
came together to serve the community of Hydro. 4) Promoting prayer and leadership collaboration through
leadership prayer nights, where the leadership of each congregation can come together to pray for anything and
everything, fellowship, and learn from each other in order to better our individual congregations. 5) Minister to
the Ministers by providing a time to come together, pray, be encouraged and uplifted, and blessed by each other.
If your congregation is not already involved, please consider joining in on this great ministry!

Summer Camp Life
When it comes to summer, the first thing I think of is camp! Oh how my life has been shaped by camps,
especially Quartz Mountain Christian Camp. I have the privilege of working three sessions of QMCC (Session 1,
Session 5, and Kids Day Camp) While working at these camp sessions, I am blessed to work alongside so many
amazing ministers who bless my life and continue to educate me in ministry and Christ. I also get to impact a
plethora of kids. We impacted the lives of about 90 4th-12th grade kids in session 1, about 65 7th-12th grade
kids in session 5, and about 70 K-3rd grade kids during the Kid’s Day Camp. These weeks are geared towards
promoting spiritual growth, deepening of faith, and increasing the love of Christ. I personally had the honor of
sitting down with several students and talk about what it means to truly follow Christ as a disciple. I watched as
several rededicated their lives to Him, as well as one young man decided to clothe themselves in Christ through
baptism. He wasn’t the only one! 11 others during the fifth session did as well. Camp is a time of spiritual growth
and rejuvenation. I highly advise all parents/guardians and churches to send their children to camp.

Focusing on a Brighter Future
The Lord has not forgotten Rural
America, and the proof is in Carnegie,
Oklahoma. The church in Carnegie is in a
decline and has been for years. However,
that may not be the case for long! Carnegie
invited students from Oklahoma Christian,
this last Spring Break, to come in and
conduct a religious survey of the community. As they wrapped up each survey, they asked the question, “What do
you recognize is a need for this community that the church could help with. Almost unanimously, the answer was
something for the children and youth. So Carnegie began planning and implementing a children and youth
ministry program called Focus. With the help of our RAM students, Carnegie held its first VBS in a number of
years, which helped launch our Thursday night program where students come to worship, learn about the
leadership of Christ (John14:6) and began building a foundation in Christ. This summer Focus has averaged 12
children and 2 youth with the help of congregations such as Cordell, Clinton, and Fort Cobb who have dedicated
their time to seeing this program succeed.
This Fall, starting August 31st, we will begin a larger program where students will be able to come after
school for a tutoring and homework program followed by the fall Focus program on Thursdays. Theses students
will be given a place to get help on the areas they struggle in, as well as being provided a safe place to spend their
afternoon. This will be accomplished through the love and support of the Southwestern Oklahoma State
University Bible Chair in Weatherford Oklahoma. A group of about 6-8 students will come each week to love,
encourage, and teach the children and youth of Carnegie.
This is all from the recognition that the Carnegie congregation has in relation to this world. they are a
declining church in an ever changing and scatter-brained world. This will no longer be the case as they began to
shape the focus of their congregation and community on a primary goal. A Focus on Christ and the Cross!

Empowered Through Prayer
When I think of Prayer I am reminded of James’ words. He tells us that, “The prayer of a righteous person
has great power as it is working .” This is so true! Therefore we ask YOU our supporters to pray for us. Lift up
R.A.M. its board members, Jim, and myself to God through your Prayers. Pray for the people we meet, the lives
touched, and the hearts opened to respond to God’s message. Pray that his word may be spoken boldly and that it
pierces the heart. Pray that God’s spirit stirs a revitalization and growth in these small rural communities and
congregations. I echo Paul’s plea in 2 Corinthians 1:11. “You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give
thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of many.” Empower this work and ministry
through your prayers. Empower us as we serve with the talents and gifts that God has called us to. Thank you for
keeping us in your prayers as we keep you in ours, for we thank our God for you!

A Letter of Thanks!

I

want to thank you all for your constant support,
encouragement, and prayers as I have and will
continue to work in this great ministry. As you
know rural America is a vast and untapped
mission field, and it can’t be done without you. Your
support of me financially, as well as through
encouragement and prayer, is what makes all of these
things possible! We have had an amazing impact over a
large area in such a short time. The impact that this
ministry has had in promoting unity in our area of the
world, encouraging children and youth to come to a
love of Christ, and shaping the future of a declining
church (among many other things) has been the direct result of your support. I
apologize for being unable to include everything in this newsletter. There are so
many great works going on that I would need to write a book to include them all.
So I say thank you, and I ask that you continue your support of me and this
ministry. There’s still work to be done and I know we can accomplish it! How do I
know? Because we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us! So please
consider continuing your support for the next year!
If you are not currently a supporter of R.A.M. we invite you to do so! You
can do so by visiting our webpage (raministries.com) as well as contacting Jim or
myself directly at raministries@live.com and we will give you more information on
how you can be a part of this great ministry. You may also reach me at (405) 3347352. Every donation helps no matter how much! Also, don’t forget to check our
social media pages on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for more information and
to see where you can be updated on all of our mission work more frequently.
Thank You All Again,
Patrick Bakley
Regional Coordinator of R.A.M.

